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Inflection: Alteration of words to reflect their grammatical role (tense, person,
number, gender, mood, voice, case).

Declension: Inflection of nouns, pronouns, adjectives, articles

Case: Distinct form of noun/pronoun that indicates its relation to other words in
sentence. Situation of noun phrase relative to verb.
http://www.nationmaster.com/encyclopedia/List-of-grammatical-cases

Nominative Case
Subject of a verb

Accusative Case
Direct object of a verb

Dative Case

Direct object of a preposition (and usually the indirect object of a verb).
Some verbs imply a preposition (& therefore require dative):
170,180 L 1RT TN L1998IPT 1A L1890 L1279

Nouns

Most nouns do not decline in Yiddish.

Those exceptions are of an intimate nature:

Masculine
YORV -- JORVD
I - T

™ -
voIyn -- jwoiyn

27 - PN
L P RN (62
Feminine

PNRRN - Yynrn
yara -- Yara
ymin - pynmn
Neutral

PIRN - INIRD

(only in metaphoric sense, not anatomic)

Katz: Masculine inflect in both dative and accusative. Feminine inflect in dative
(optional in accusative) (ymmn is optional for both dative and accusative).
Zucker:  wviyn & 7 declension is optional



Names

» Proper names are declined

= |If first and last, just decline last

= Biblical names treated as first/last

RYAININHOR > IRDANIOR

= Strange names consciously avoid inflection to avoid confusion

1— or
1v— following

1n or stressed vowel or diphthong

Articles and Adjectives

Masculine Feminine Neuter Plural
Nominative
sz'?.'t‘?t W Wy TY__oRT YT
ndefinite Wy R v R X v
Accusative
pernite ] oy T y__ onT "
ndefinite N y N R .y
Dative
Definite L m oW wT Ty .
Indefinite : X - X N v
Pronouns
Plural Singular
Third Second First Third Second First
Nominative
il PR ada) /9y 17 PR
Accusative
Al TR TR n/DINR 7 ™
Dative
»t TR TIHIR 9IR/DR T v

Katz: Litvish dialect (and literary Yiddish) may use dative for both objective cases
of personal pronouns.



